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Introduction

Not only the professional public, but certainly also the lay one
with an interest in fauna and the natural environment in prehisto-
ry, found out with regret, that Professor Rudolf Musil, a promi-
nent Quaternary paleontologist and geologist, died on 23 Febru-
ary 2022.

Professor Musil's scientific work was focused mainly on fossil
vertebrates (mammals and birds) from the Pleistocene period,
their systematics and intra-species changes, on the develop-
ment of individual species and changes in assemblages during
the Pleistocene depending on changes in the environment.
Professor Musil dealt with biostratigraphy, ecostratigraphy,
paleoecology, paleobiology, taphonomy and biostratonomy. He
studied the patterns of evolution, extinction during the Pleisto-
cene, the first traces of domestication, genotypic changes and
changes caused by the environment. He focused on the system-
atics and evolution of the genera Equus and Ursus. He also dealt
with Quaternary geology and sedimentology (loess, fossil soils,
river terraces and other fluvial sediments, cave sediments),
Pleistocene stratigraphy and speleology.

Professor Musil's long life journey began on May 5, 1926 in Brno
- Lisen. After primary school, he attended the classical grammar
school in the war years 1937-1945 and continued his studies at
the Faculty of Science of Masaryk University in 1945-1949. Here
he focused on geography and especially natural history, i.e. in
addition to botany and zoology, also geology, paleontology,
mineralogy and petrography. After graduating from Masaryk
University, Rudolf Musil taught at the Boys' Secondary School in
Petfvald near Ostrava for less than a year, but in the autumn of
1950 he began basic military service. After completing his mili-
tary service, he did not return to Petfvald, he began working at
the Geological-Paleontological Department of the Moravian
Museum in Brno, where he became a doctor of natural sciences
already in 1952 (RNDr.). Rudolf Musil remained faithful to the
Moravian Museum for 24 years, specifically until the end of
1976. In the years 1954-1971 he headed the Geological-
Paleontological Department, in the years 1972-1976 he headed
the entire museum from the position of director. During his
service to the Moravian Museum, he obtained the rank of candi-
date of geological-mineralogical sciences (CSc.) in 1960, was
habilitated for quaternary geology and paleontology (in 1966)
and became doctor of geological-mineralogical sciences (DrSc.)
in 1968.

At the beginning of 1977, Rudolf Musil moved as an associate
professor to the Department of Geology and Paleontology, Fac-
ulty of Science, UJEP (now the Institute of Geological Sciences,
Faculty of Science, Masaryk University), where he worked as a
part-time employee already in 1976. He was appointed full pro-
fessor of paleontology in 1980 at the Faculty of Science, Come-
nius University in Bratislava. Until his retirement in 1991, R. Musil
worked at the Department of Geology and Paleontology, Faculty
of Science, MU (then UJEP), and in 1978-1989 he headed this
department. Even at retirement age, however, Professor Musil
did not leave Quaternary paleontology and geology, he worked
part-time at the Institute of Geological Sciences, Faculty of
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Fig. 1: Prof. Rudolf Musil at the International Cave Bear Symposium 2017, Photo: Juraj

Gullar. | Abb. 1: Prof. Rudolf Musil am International Cave Bear Symposium 2017, Foto:

Juraj Gullar.

Science, Masaryk University, and in 2000 he became a professor
emeritus.

The pedagogical activity accompanied Professor Musil more or
less throughout his life, already in the years 1952-53 he lectured
systematic paleontology at the Department of Geology and
Paleontology, Faculty of Science, UJEP, in the following years he
lectured on the development of species and assemblages. Since
1960, he has taught systematically, namely systematic paleon-
tology, introduction to paleontology, evolutionary systems, and
so on. He was a trainer of aspirants in zoopaleontology, and
since 1965 an external teacher at the Institute of Archeology and
Museology, Faculty of Philosophy, MU (UJEP). He was a leader
of diploma theses, member and chairman of commissions for
the defense of diploma theses, commissions for state final
examinations and for state rigorous examinations, commissions
for the defense of candidate dissertations (CSc.), commissions
for doctoral dissertation defenses (DrSc.), supervisor of doctoral
studies, member and chairman of commissions for state doctor-
al examinations and habilitation commissions, opponent of
habilitations.

Field research was also an integral part of the professor's life. In
the years 1953-1955 he researched loess with K. Valoch in the
vicinity of Brno, he also carried out research in the Vyskovsky
uval (1954-1956), dealt with the terraces of the Svitava river
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Fig. 2: Prof. Rudolf Musil during the excursion at the International Cave Bear Symposi-
um 2017, Photo: Juraj Gullar. | Abb. 2: Prof. Rudolf Musil wéhrend einer Exkursion des

International Cave Bear Symposiums 2017, Foto: Juraj Gullar.

(1959-1961, again with K. Valoch), and for a long time he dealt
with the Stranska skala issue, which he solved in the years 1948-
1975. Professor Musil also enthusiastically addressed issues of
cave paleontology and sedimentology, he conducted research in
many caves of the Moravian Karst, in the Pod hradem Cave (with
K. Valoch, 1956-1958), the Zitného Cave (1957), the Barova Cave
(1956-1958), the Cave No. 4 in Vratikov (1960-1961), the
HolStejn (1965) and in the little karst island of Lazanky near
Tisnov (1973). Fossil animal osteological material he processed
also from the Svédiv still Cave (1959-1960), from the Kiilna
Cave (1967-1968 and 1986-1987) and from the Pekarna Cave
(1967-1968). He participated in the mapping of the Quaternary
on the map sheets Ivancice, Hodonin, Brno, Kojetin, Protivanov
and Moravsky Krumlov in the years 1986-1993. He also studied
paleontological material from well-known Moravian Gravettian
settlements - from Predmosti near Prerov, Pavlov and Dolni
Véstonice. After the year 2000, he carried out and led a long-
term comprehensive field research of sediments of the Za
hdjovnou Cave (Javoficko Karst) and the Mokra quarry
(Moravian Karst). He has also participated in many international
research projects and research at foreign sites (Voigstedt,
Siissenborn, Ehringsdorf, Taubach, Burgtonna, Weimar, Bilzings-
leben, Meiningen, Oelknitz, Barenkeller, Urdhohle, Kniegrotte,
Teufelsbriicke, Gamsenberg, Grubgraben).
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He was a member of many international societies or unions, e.g.
the Paleoanthropology Society (USA), the Hugo Obermaier Ge-
sellschaft (Germany), the International Cave Bear Symposium
(Austria), the International Union for Quaternary Research, the
Nespos Society (Germany), the Past Global Changes (Switzer
land), the International Union of Geological Sciences (Inhigeo)
and the International Speleological Union, Commission on Ar-
cheology and Paleontology.

There is no point in elaborating on this site about all the confer-
ences, seminars and symposia that Professor Musil attended.
However, he also organized or co-organized a large number of
them, such as a symposium on Pleistocene problems in 1961, a
workshop on evolution in 1971, a conference »Perspectives and
development of applied paleontology« (1980), or a conference
»0rganisms and the environment in geological past in terms of
paleoecology, sedimentology and geochemistry« (1982). In 1983
he organized and led a practical field course following the con-
ference »Mutual relations of bio-, litho- and geofactorsg, in 1983,
1985 and 1987 he organized conferences focused on paleoecol-
ogy. In 1995, Professor Musil organized for the first time the
conference »Quaternary«, a workshop with international partici-
pation. This first year was followed by other successful years
under the professor's guidance, later under the guidance of
Associate Professor M. Ivanov. The seminar »Quaternary« has
become a very successful annual autumn tradition (with the
exception of two Covid years). Professor Musil actively partici-
pated in all these seminars, including the last one, which took
place on December 3, 2021. In the years 20052010 he organized
Summer Schools of Quaternary Studies, the first year in Moravia,
then in Austria, Germany, Slovakia, Poland and the last year in
Czechia. His long-term research in the Za hajovnou Cave
(Javoricko Karst, 2001-2016) Professor Musil conceived as a
practical, methodical, teaching course for university students.
Among the conferences that Professor Musil attended regularly
and very gladly was the International Cave Bear Symposium. The
last time he participated in the »bear« symposium was in 2017.
Professor Musil was a hardworking and active person until the
end of his days, which is evidenced, among other things, by his
very extensive publishing activity. Apart from work, however, he
was able to find time for other activities, such as scouting; to the
scouting movement he remained loyal throughout his life. Anoth-
er passion of his was speleology; he was an active speleologist,
a member of several speleological groups, and later an honorary
member of the Czech Speleological Society. Professor Musil
was a friendly, sociable and open person, his students and
younger colleagues always appreciated his helpfulnessly ap-
proach and willingness to share his years of experience. He
raised a number of followers who are today excellent experts.
He was never afraid of new challenges and maintained his vigor,
enthusiasm and optimism for life until his late age. With his
passing, we are losing not only an internationally recognized
scientist, an excellent expert and teacher, but also a kind, affable
person with an interest not only in nature, but also in society.
With Professor Rudolf Musil, a great generation of Quaternary
researchers of the second half of the 20th century is leaving.
Honor his memory.
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